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Co-sponsor: Essex County Surrogate’s Court 
 

THE NUT AND BOLTS OF ADOPTION:  
HOW TO AVOID PITFALLS 

 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 | 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) 
 

 
This program provides you with the fundamentals, as well as extensive resource materials, that will 
help you with adoption in New Jersey from the unique perspectives of the attorney, the Surrogate’s 
Court, and the judge. In addition to providing you with the nuts and bolts, the speakers' goal is to help 
you to avoid pitfalls that may negatively affect the adoption process.  
 
Topics include: 

• Role of the Petitioning Attorney 
o Understanding Types of 

Adoption 
o Gestational Carrier Agreements 
o Assisted Reproduction 
o Ethical Issues 

• Role of Surrogate’s Court 
o Review of Petition 
o Fees and Fee Waivers 
o Closing and Sealing Records 

• Judicial Perspective 
o Parental Rights 
o Contested Adoptions 

 

Speakers: 
Devero McDougal, Esq. CPA (inactive) 
Deputy Surrogate 
Essex County Surrogate’s Court 
 
Lauri R. Steinberg, Esq. 
Pine & Steinberg, LLC 
 

Hon. Wayne J. Forrest, J.S.C. 
Judge, Superior Court of New Jersey 
Family Division, Vicinage 5, Essex County 
 
Deb Guston, Esq. 
Guston & Guston, LLP 
 
Sara Montiel 
Bilingual Clerk – Adoptions 
Essex County Surrogate's Court 
 

 
CLE Credit:  NJ: 2.3 | NY: 2.0 | PA: 1.5         Registration Fee: $50  
 
Format: Zoom Webinar, alternative, verifiable, live webinar/webconference with synchronous interactivity. 
 

Register at rutgerscle.com 
  

Institute for Professional 
Education 

Law School 

https://essexsurrogate.com/
https://essexsurrogate.com/surrogates-office/
https://www.pineandsteinberg.com/Attorneys-and-Staff-Profiles.aspx
https://www.gustonlaw.com/our-team/debra-e-guston/
https://www.gustonlaw.com/our-team/debra-e-guston/
https://essexsurrogate.com/surrogates-office/
https://ipe.rutgers.edu/
https://ipe.rutgers.edu/
https://law.rutgers.edu/
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CLE INFORMATION 
 
 
Rutgers Law School is an approved New Jersey and Pennsylvania continuing legal education provider. In 
addition, this program qualifies for New York CLE credit pursuant to the Approved Jurisdiction policy. 
 
NJ CLE Information: This program has been approved by the Board on Continuing Legal Education of the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey for 2.3 hours of total CLE credit.  
 
NY CLE Information: This program qualifies for New York CLE credit pursuant to the Approved Jurisdiction 
Policy. This transitional and non-transitional continuing legal education program qualifies for a maximum of 
2.0 credit hours. 
 
PA CLE Information: This program has been approved by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Continuing 
Legal Education Board for 1.5 hours of substantive law, practice and procedure CLE credit.  
 
Other Jurisdictions:   
Rutgers Law School does not seek direct accreditation of live programs or webinars in other states. 
However, some states allow attorneys to earn credit through reciprocity or self-submission. Attorneys must 
research CLE rules and request accreditation on their own from their respective state/jurisdiction. Rutgers 
Law School will provide proof of attendance.  
 
Attendance Reporting 
 
For each accredited webinar or teleconference, please complete the provided online attendance form 
and evaluation to confirm your attendance and obtain your certificates. The attendance form and 
evaluation will either be provided on-screen at the end of a webinar and/or shortly after a webinar or 
teleconference via email. 
 
You must view the entire program to receive CLE credit. During the program, several codes will appear 
at random intervals. Please keep track of these codes, as you will need them to confirm your 
attendance for a certificate. 
 
Rutgers Law School will submit attendance to Pennsylvania, and issue certificates of attendance for 
New Jersey and New York within 30 days of the program.  
 
Format: Zoom webinar, alternative, verifiable, live simultaneous transmission (webinar/webconference) 
with synchronous interactivity (questions allowed during program). 
 

 

http://ww2.nycourts.gov/attorneys/cle/approvedjurisdictions.shtml
http://ww2.nycourts.gov/attorneys/cle/approvedjurisdictions.shtml

